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General Information 
 

The Doctoral Regulations and the Implementation Policy of HafenCity University provide a detailed 

overview concerning requirements and application process to receive a doctoral degree at HCU. 

The following doctoral degrees can be obtained at HCU: 

• Dr.-Ing. 

• Dr. rer. pol. 

• Dr. phil. 

 

Admission procedure 

The individual academic requirements for the admission are described in Paragraph 2 of the Doctoral 

Regulations. 

First, a supervisor for the dissertation has to be found. Research topics and interests of the HCU 

professors can be seen here. Please contact your professor of choice directly. 

Once a HCU professor is willing to become supervisor, the application for admission needs to be sent 

to the Office of the Doctoral Examination Board of the HCU. The application has to be submitted 

no later than three weeks ahead of the next meeting of the Doctoral Examination Board, 

meeting dates will be published online. 

The application for admission has to contain the following files: 

• Admission form for doctoral studies 

• certified copies of diploma or master's degree 

• certified copies of diploma or master's reports 

• current curriculum vitae (tabular) with detailed description of the academic training 

• the supervisor's confirmation of supervision and a 1-page justification from the supervisor 

stating that he or she is in favour of the project and is willing to supervise the thesis (see § 

3(1)3 of the Doctoral Regulations) 

• Exposé with justified question, goals and time schedule of the doctorate (max. 5 DINA4 
pages). Further information on the requirements for an exposé can be found in the 
Doctoral Regulations under § 3 (1) 2 as well as in the exposé guideline. 

 

If the application for admission was approved at the meeting of the Doctoral Examination Board, 

you will receive a letter of admission, a declaration of acceptance, a form for an agreement for 

supervision and, if desired, the application for enrollment. 

Special procedure for students with foreign qualifications 

If your degree has been obtained at a university outside Europe, the equivalence of the foreign degree 

must be verified before admission to doctoral studies at HCU. 

Please send your request including your Bachelor and Master’s degrees in time to the Office of the 

Doctoral Examination Board: hcu-promotionsausschuss@vw.hcu-hamburg.de 

The verification process may take up to 10 weeks, please consider this in your timetable. 

If your documents are not written in German or English, a translation must be enclosed. All 

documents must be officially certified or presented in the original version. 
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Enrollment during doctoral studies 

Doctoral students of the HCU can enroll as members of the HCU (see Hamburger Hochschulgesetz 

§§ 35, 36, 70 Abs. 5 and Enrollment Regulations of the HCU, § 3 Abs. 1). For enrollment, please apply 

at the HCU Student Administration. 

Doctoral students are obliged to enroll for the semester in which the opening of the doctoral 

procedure is requested at the Doctoral Examination Board meeting. 

Doctoral students can also enroll during the entire period of the doctorate, from the semester after 

admission to the issuance of the doctoral certificate. 

The doctoral project and thus the enrollment is completed with the award of the doctoral degree 

and the presentation of the doctoral certificate. 

Questions regarding enrollment and re-registration should be directed to the Student 

Administration: studierendenservice@vw.hcu-hamburg.de 

 

Execution procedure 

Please submit your finished and printed dissertation together with the application for the doctorate 

execution at the Office of the Doctoral Examination Board. 

The application has to be submitted no later than 24 days ahead of the next meeting of the 

Doctoral Examination Board, meeting dates will be published online. 

The application for execution has to contain the following files: 

- Application form for doctorate execution 

- five printed copies of the dissertation, 

- a digital version of the dissertation as a PDF document,  

- the affidavit, bound on the last page of the printed copies (template see here), 

- summaries (abstract) of the dissertation in German and English as a PDF document, 

- proof of presentation at an HCU colloquium or a recognized specialist conference 

(mandatory for doctoral candidates according to the doctoral regulations of 11.05.2022, 

§6(2)4), 

- proof of the progress of the doctorate documented in writing once a year by the doctoral 

candidate and the supervisor (mandatory for doctoral candidates of the doctoral regulations 

of 11 May 2022, §6(2)5), 

- a certificate of enrolment.  

Do you have questions? 

The overall information on the application procedure can be found in §§ 2+3 of the Doctoral 

Regulations. For further questions and detailed information, please contact: 

Office of the Doctoral Examination Board 

Alice Brüssel-Kurbanov 
Henning-Voscherau-Platz 1, room 4.033 
20457 Hamburg 
Tel.: 040 42827 - 5203 
E-Mail: hcu-promotionsausschuss@vw.hcu-hamburg.de 
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